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The question that stalks me
A question I was asked over 18 months ago
has pursued me ever since: “What does your
church do for evangelism?” I took a few moments to reflect before answering truthfully.
It may be best if I don’t share that answer
here. It is enough to say that as a church we
can do and ought to be doing much better.
That same subject of evangelism, or more accurately, personal evangelism, reared its head
again as we met with some of our friends from
Central Asia at the end of May.
A few hours before they arrived we had an
encounter with a young Muslim woman that
resulted in her spending the best part of three
days in our company. Our discussion was
open and we asked each other many questions but I have to confess, it was difficult to
get round to speaking frankly about Jesus.
After our new friend had returned to her
own hotel and as we sat with our Central
Asian friends in the evening, I suggested to
one of them that as a former Muslim with
an incredible story of how she met with
Jesus, she should share her testimony with

her. She replied instantly and in a scolding
tone, asking why she should share her story. It
wasn’t that she was reluctant to do so, rather
as she continued, God had led us to this
young lady and what would we do if we
faced the Father and he asked us why we
had not told her about Jesus when we had
the opportunity.
My reply that we felt it was important to build
a relationship with her before sharing about
Jesus sounded feeble. It was. As we reflected
on the discussion later that night, we realised
just how alien evangelism can be to us at times.
So many of us have given in to the suffocating
culture of secularism that prevents us from
immediately presenting Jesus as our friend and
the solution to every single issue of life.
Can you relate to me? Is it fear? Is it shame?
Is it pride? Embarrassment? What? Why is it
so difficult for us to speak about Jesus when the
need around us seems unprecedented?
The following day we did share with our new
friend what Jesus had done for us and how he
had brought together a couple from Scotland
and two Christian women from Central Asia;

Your Support in Central Asia: Hope is a 46-year-old pastor’s wife. Recently they were arrested and brought before the court for their Christian activities. She and her whole family were fined. After this incident
Hope became fearful and lost her joy and peace. During a prayer time at
the first of six conferences we are supporting in this region over 2019,
the Holy Spirit touched her and she started weeping and repenting over
her feelings of hopelessness and fear. While she was crying God reminded her of his promises
after which she felt able to forgive the police and authorities for treating her badly. Through this
time before God and with her sisters in Christ, she was set free, received deep healing and was
filled by the Holy Spirit. After the conference Hope and her family resumed their worship meetings with renewed energy and since then God has brought new believers into their fellowship.

and our Central Asian friend did find a moment to quietly speak with her about the
hope and life she has found through Christ. I
guess now while we pray for fruit, God will
write the end of this story.
Without exception, I can tell you that the life
changing relationship they have through Jesus
flows naturally from the mouths of all those
with whom we partner across the Suffering
Church. How can they remain silent when
they have powerfully encountered the transforming and energising power of God?
Back to that question that stalks me relentlessly, not only across Scotland but even
across continents; perhaps it’s not so much
what my church is doing for evangelism but
rather, what I am doing for evangelism! I need
to do more and I can do more if I have a willing heart and the Holy Spirit as my teacher.
Let me ask you now, what do you do for
evangelism?
For Jesus,

STEADFASTnews...
Pray with us! Why not join us to pray for and
with persecuted Christians at our next gathering
in the APC Church, Keith Street, Stornoway at
7:30 on Monday 17 June at 7:30 p.m.
Steadfast on the road! Over the coming
months you’ll find us in Drumchapel, Clarkston
& Bearsden in Glasgow and also in the Highlands as we visit Dornoch & Muir of Ord. You
can keep up to date with our diary through our
events page at steadfastglobal.org

Sri Lanka Bombings: For so many
across this normally peaceful island
the tears will continue to fall long
after the memory of what happened
on Easter Sunday, 2019 has faded for
the rest of the world.

lombo as the blast ripped through the roof and sent shrapnel flying
through the air injuring dozens more. Another 100 worshippers died with
many more suffering serious injuries as a device was detonated in St.
Sebastian’s Catholic Church in nearby Negombo. Across the island Zion
Evangelical Church in Batticaloa was also targeted with 26 Christians being
killed and at least 100 more injured as a lone suicide bomber detonated
As the authorities started to restore his device. Many more Sri Lankans and foreign nationals were killed and
some order in the aftermath of the 21 April atrocities they were able injured as three busy hotels on the island were also attacked.
to revise the death toll from the devastating attacks down to 257 The response from western agencies was rapid and significant with many
with a further 500+ individuals wounded—many of them having suf- thousands of pounds pledged to
support the immediate and longer
fered life-changing injuries.
Sri Lankan authorities were quick to attribute responsibility to the Islamist term rehabilitation needs of the
group National Thowheed Jamath (NTJ) but a day later the bombings were victims. Earlier this month we were
claimed by ISIS (Daesh). Whoever was responsible, it was plainly obvious able to forward £1,600 (c.$2,000)
that the attacks had been aimed primarily at Christians who were gather- towards this ongoing effort. We
ing for Easter celebrations. 52 people died in St. Anthony’s Shrine in Co- thank those of you helped make the
donation possible.
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UPDATE Malaysia: On 13
February 2017 Pastor
Raymond Koh was abducted from the street in Petaling Jaya
by a team of unidentified men. Nothing
has been heard of him since and there remains a strong belief
that he was snatched because of his Christian activities. On 3
April, after an inquiry into the circumstances of his abduction,
the Human Rights Commission of Malaysia implicated a special
police intelligence team in the abduction and made a number of
recommendations including the re-investigation of Pastor Koh’s
disappearance by a new task force.
Eritrea: A raid by security agents on a private gathering in Asmara’s Mai Temenai district led to the
detention of 141 Christians on Friday 10 May. Of
the number detained 104 were women, 14 were children and 23
were men. After being separated the women were taken to Police station No. 4 and the men were conveyed to Adi Abeito
prison. While their identities remain unclear, it is understood
that 50 of those detained have since been released.
Turkey: A US-born pastor who has lived and
served in Turkey for the past 21 years was denied
entry after he attempted to re-enter the country
through Istanbul airport on 8 May following a trip abroad. No reason was given for the ban which makes the pastor the fourth foreign worker to be denied entry into Turkey in the last few months.
UPDATE Nigeria: Tuesday 14
May marked Leah Sharibu’s
sixteenth birthday. Leah,
who has spent the past 449 days in captivity following her abduction by Boko Haram
militants, was taken on 19 February 2018 along with 112 other
schoolgirls during a raid on the Government Girls’ Science and
Technical College in Dapchi, Yobe State. Most of the other girls
were released but Leah has been kept, reportedly because she
has refused to deny her Christian faith and embrace Islam.
Pakistan: A young Christian man from the city of
Gujranwala is finally free after being cleared by
a police investigation into an allegation of blasphemy made against him by a Muslim neighbour. Farhan Aziz
Masih who has been in police detention since his arrest in
August 2018 walked free on 30 April. Many more Pakistani
citizens languish in custody because of the nations widely
abused blasphemy laws.

“And a harvest of righteousness is sown
in peace by those who make peace.”
James 3:18 (ESV)

Sudan: We have been following recent events in Sudan
with a sense of cautious optimism in the hope that
regime change will bring greater freedom for Christians and other non-Muslim minority groups. There have been some
encouraging signs with Christian leaders recently invited to meet a
committee of the Transitional Military Council. During the discussions
they were able to raise some key issues of concern including a requirement for their Schools to operate on Sunday, the confiscation of Christian property by NISS officials and also their interference with the activities of the church as well as a number of outstanding criminal cases
against Sudanese Christians. Please do pray for this developing situation.
Burkina Faso: Six Christians were murdered on Sunday
28 April after armed Islamists extremists raided their
church in the north-eastern village of Sirgadji. The attack on the Assemblies of God congregation occurred in the church compound around 1 p.m. shortly after Pastor Pierre Ouédraogo (80) had finished the service. The armed men called on the pastor and five other
Christians to renounce their faith before they were killed.
According to area sources, another ten Christians
were killed between 12 and 13 May in targeted violence in the north of the country. On Sunday 12 May,
20-30 armed men entered the Catholic Church in
Dablo and opened fire killing six people including the
priest, 34-year-old Fr. Siméon Yampa (pictured). The
following day, a group of Catholics were accosted by armed men in the
town of Singa. After letting the children who were present leave, they
shot and killed four adults. Over recent months there has been a sinister
escalation in attacks against Christians by fundamentalist Muslims.
Nepal: An early morning police raid on a hotel in the
city of Ghorahi on 23 April resulted in the arrest of
four Christians, including two foreign nationals, after
they were accused of conversion by allurement. During the raid Bibles
and US dollars which police claimed to be evidence of their intention to
carry our fraudulent conversions, were seized. Indian national, Gaurav
Shrivastava (34) and U.S. citizen, Oleana Cinquanta (49) were subsequently deported. The group deny any wrongdoing.
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