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Building a bridge between the Church in Scotland and persecuted Christians across the globe

The Matthew 25 Life
God's word clearly teaches that Jesus is
looking for followers who are willing to
serve and encourage the wider church.
When you read the words of Matthew 25, I
wonder if they cause you stop in your
tracks? “I was hungry, I was thirsty, a
stranger, naked, sick, in prison.” What is
your response as Jesus speaks?

My eyes are wide open to the desperate
conditions so many of my brothers and sisters face each day. God has chosen to show
me their plight and he has stirred my heart
to help where I can.

As I reflect on my latest trip, I think of Bulga.
Three years ago we were able to provide
him with an interest free micro loan and on
the whole, he has been successful. This year
I fear that there are thousands of Christians he did lose some of his goats because of
across Scotland who simply pass over these drought, then in one night of torrential rain
words. They don’t hear what Jesus is saying. his newly planted field was washed away.
They do not care for the hungry, the thirsty, As we were chatting, one of our partners
the unknown, the impoverished, sick, and quipped with a mischievous grin, "Bulga is
imprisoned saints of God as they ought to, poor now." He quickly replied, "I am not
because their lives have become focussed poor! I am rich; I have Christ!" We laughed
on building their own homes, securing their through the loud chorus of "Amen!"
own futures, changing their car, planning As well as affirming his faith, Bulga did
the next (perhaps second) holiday of the something else. He showed me a living exyear; and in doing all of this, without caring ample of Matthew 25. After Wako and his
proportionately about the suffering of the wife were cast out of their village for beChurch that lies outside of their own small coming followers of Jesus, Bulga organised
circle, they show how little they really care his small band of believers and together
for Jesus and his instruction.
they started building him a house at the
I don't want to be one of these people.
Since beginning our projects in
Ethiopia almost eight years ago,
we have supported five microloan projects, together with
other initiatives to provide training, discipleship and infrastructure for front-line Christians.
Through our joint ventures with
The Voice of the Martyrs Canada,
we have enabled our partners to
care for broken hearts, encourage
challenged hearts and bless hard
working hearts.
During our
latest visit
we
were
able to visit
Meseret
(28) and her children Medhanit (6)
and Setotaw (3) and Elsa (25) and
her 3-year-old twins, Samuel and
Ye-abb Sega. Both young women

They didn't ask us for help. They didn't ask
anyone else to help. They used the little they
had to support their brother and his family.
For me that is Matthew 25 in action. That is
serving Jesus by serving one another and that
is how we strive to live at Steadfast Global. Our
call is to help those who genuinely have nothing, not those who have misused God’s material blessings through selfish living .
If you're not already here, I invite you to
join us in the Mat. 25 life of service. It'll
stretch you; it'll challenge you. At times it
will tear your heart to pieces, but it's always,
always enriching! Would you really want it
any other way?
In His service,

edge of the community.

and their children are mourning
husbands and fathers who were
targeted and horrifically martyred
last October during a period of
civil unrest.
The two men, Asefa Tesfaye (33),
and Esayas Gogeto (35), were faithful evangelists who on the day they
were killed, had led prayer meetings in their town. Both their families and church leaders believe they
were killed because of their effective outreach ministries.
Since the event, Meserete, Elsa
and their children, all of whom
witnessed the dreadful aftermath of the attacks, have received professional trauma debriefing care. As we spoke with
them and although their pain remains raw, the benefit of this
counselling was unmistakeable.

Please pray for their continued
healing and recovery and also for
the team who provide this trauma
care across the country.

more about the Christian faith.
His ministry is risky and it has led
to numerous threats being made
against him and his family.

Dealing
with
questions from
d i s i l l u s i o n ed
and
curious
Muslims is also an important aspect of the work being done by our
partners. ‘Daniel’ shared with us
how his online ministry is challenging the teaching of radical Muslims
and encouraging many to find out

Our final task was to meet three of
the seven men who are involved in
our latest micro-loan project. Their
farming activities are helping support their ministries to a nomadic
tribal group in the west of the country. Civil unrest and the climate
have brought challenges, but all the
men are persevering. Please pray
for them and also their families.

STEADFASTnews...
Pray with us: Unfortunately, we will not be holding our prayer
and update meeting in Stornoway on Monday 16 March due
to this month’s travel commitments.
On the Road: During March we look forward to visiting Irvine,
Kilwinning, Ayr, Arran and Wormit. You can find more details
about these visits on our webpage.
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Turkmenistan: A police raid on a group of Protestant women who had gathered to celebrate
Christmas in a home in the eastern village of Lebap
resulted in the house being searched and telephones being
seized. Although it appears that none were arrested at that
time, early in January the women were individually summoned
to the police station where they were forced to write statements
and had their photographs and fingerprints taken. It remains to be
seen whether further action will be taken against them. (Forum 18)
Turkey: An elderly couple,
believed to be the only
Christians in their home
village of Kovankaya in the southeast of
the country, disappeared in mysterious
circumstances on 11 January. Area Christians are concerned for the welfare of Hurmuz & Shimoni Diril
and believe that the authorities are not doing enough to investigate their disappearance which came soon after three
other Christians, one an Assyrian priest, were detained in the
region by the army and charged with aiding and abetting terrorists. Please pray for their safe return.
(Various Sources)

Pakistan: A pronouncement from the
High Court in Sindh province means
that a 14-year-old Christian girl who
was forcibly converted to Islam and married to her
abductor will not be permitted to return to her parents. In a five-minute hearing on 3 February the
court dismissed a petition to have the marriage and
forced conversion of Huma Younus overturned, ruling that both were
valid since a girl under sharia (Islamic law) can marry after her first
menstrual cycle. Huma was snatched from her home in Karachi’s Zia
Colony on 10 October.
(Various Sources)

Update Iran: Advocacy group Article
18 have confirmed that Christian
convert and activist Fatemeh (Mary)
Mohammadi, who was arrested in Tehran on 12
January, is being held in the Qarchak detention centre south of the city. She has been charged with
“disturbing public order by participating in an illegal
rally” and bail has been set at c. £1,800. She waits to hear if the court will
grant her temporary release from custody. It is believed that Mary has
been treated very badly during her detention, despite this, in a telephone
Central Asia: It is time once again for call from prison, she reassured her family that she is in ‘good health’.
the annual conference event attended
Also in Iran, 65-year-old Christian, Ismaeil Maghrebinejad has received a
by women, many who live under per3-year prison sentence after being convicted on 8 January of ‘insulting
secution and scrutiny from the auIslamic sacred beliefs’. Ismaeil was originally arrested in January 2019 afthorities, from across this region and
ter forwarding a message on his phone which was deemed to be offenfurther afield. Please pray for them as
sive to Iran’s ruling clerics. He plans to appeal.
(Various Sources)
they apply for exit visas and make travel arrangements. As
Bangladesh: Christians in Kutapalong, the world’s largusual, we are enabling one of our partners to attend. She has
est refugee camp, came under attack during the last
informed us that she is experiencing difficulty gaining permisweek of January. More than 20 families were assaulted
sion to travel. Please pray that obstacles would be brushed
with 12 people being injured and a number abducted, including a pastor
aside and that the event would prove to be a source of equipand his daughter who, it is understood, has since been forced into marping and blessing for all who go.
(Steadfast Global)
riage to a Muslim man. Since the incident at least 170 Christians have
Sri Lanka: Christians in this country continue to
been moved into a segregated camp for their own protection. A number
face harassment and attacks as they gather for
of the abducted Christians are still unaccounted for.
(VOM Canada)
worship, particularly in rural areas. On 2 February a mob numbering around 150, disrupted a service in Polon- Steadfast Global is a Scotland based evangelical
naruwa District. The Christians were permitted to continue their Christian mission committed to raising awareness of
service after police arrived but the harassment persisted over incidents of persecution and the curtailment of relithe course of the day with the pastor and a group of mem- gious freedom of Christians around the world.
bers from the church being accosted and attacked later that
Our mission statement is simple:
evening. Three required hospital treatment. Police have re“Steadfastly serving God; Steadfastly serving persecuted Christians”
manded five people in connection with the attack.
(NCEASL)
We fully rely on God to meet our operating costs through the financial partnership of our supporters. If you would like to help us serve
persecuted Christians you can contact us at:

“As each has received a gift, use it to
serve one another, as good stewards
of God’s varied grace.”

1 Peter 4:10 (ESV)
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