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Helping to heal in Pakistan

There will be casualties

19-year-old ‘Maria’ (not her real name) didn’t
expect to be abducted as she walked along the
road near her Lahore home. There had been
tension between her family and some Muslim
neighbours who were found to be responsible
for a break-in at their house, but surely this
didn’t merit what happened next.
In a moment she was accosted and taken. Over
the next month and a half she was humiliated,
forced to convert to Islam and marry her abductor who raped her repeatedly. She was ashamed
and in-part, blamed herself for allowing the opportunity of being kidnapped by walking alone.
After six weeks her two brothers, both serving in
Pakistan’s military, found her, rescued her and
ensured the man responsible was arrested. He is
currently in prison and as a consequence, ‘Maria’
has found herself in a shelter as her life has now
been threatened by the assailant's family.
Young women like ‘Maria’ need help—professional
help—to overcome the trauma of their experience. We fully recognise this need and are now
helping meet it by supporting our partners project which enables fully trained counsellors to
meet with victims and help to bring healing for
their wounds and devastated hearts.
In our first project update, our partners shared
this moving report:
“...She feels anger and has flashbacks about
what has happened to her. She also cannot bear
other people near her. When she saw one of our
counsellors she said in her heart that she
wanted to tell this lady everything that happened. She is opening up to tell her emotions
and is writing up every day her feelings. Our
counsellor Asia, feels she needs some prayer for
this girl as well as for her to guide her through
all her feelings and she is arranging some group
sessions too as more girls are coping with the
same problems. It is heartbreaking to listen to
the things done to her.”
Through your support, young women like
‘Maria’ are being helped to heal. Thank you.

Many years ago I found myself sitting in a
4x4 vehicle with two colleagues in a far-flung
corner of Ethiopia. Our driver had gone out
to remonstrate with the Muslim police officers who were trying to obstruct our visit to
a group of local Christians who had a story to
share. Thankfully, the tense encounter
ended well and we were able to continue.
As I think back to the considerable amount of
adrenalin that was flowing that day, I wonder
about a recent letter I wrote where I suggested that serving Jesus is exciting. Is serving Jesus really something that should stir up
a sense of joy and exhilaration in a person?
The story we shared in last month’s issue
begs the question, what’s exciting about
spending seven years in a dank prison falsely
accused of blasphemy? Where is the thrill in
being forced to live with your family in one
room, frightened to go outside in case you
are identified and possibly murdered?
Taking this question a step further, and
thinking about persecution more broadly,
where is the joy in running for your life
through a jungle with a blood-thirsty mob
pursuing you, or how can a heart leap with
delight when it mourns a husband, or a wife,
or a child singled out and sent into eternity
because they walked out of the darkness of
false religion into the light of the Gospel?
It’s a conundrum. The whole idea of being
joyful in the service of a Saviour who is despised by the majority seems paradoxical yet,
rejoicing in the Lord is very much an aspect of
serving him (1 Thess. 5:16)! We who have
been set free have great cause to celebrate—
and I hope we do—but it is also wise for us to
remember that while Christ has triumphed

STEADFASTnews...
virtuallySteadfast: Our virtual gatherings are
now in recess until September. We’ve been
really encouraged by your response to this
method of meeting together and we look forward to starting again, all being well, in September. Watch this space!
Summer break: It’s time for a wee break at
Steadfast so the office will be closed be-
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and though the full scope of this victory is yet
to be seen as we wait the renewal of the
heavens and earth, we are still engaged in a
battle and there will be casualties.
I was reminded of truth as I read Deuteronomy 20
recently. The Israelites must have been energised
as Moses communicated the message from Yahweh that as his chosen people, they need not
fear opposing armies, even when they were
much larger (20:1-4). They were promised victory!
So far so good; but then we read on to find three
categories of men excused from the heat of the
conflict, lest they perish! Victory is assured but it
will involve, as it always does, a great cost.
The battles we fight as followers of Jesus will at
times lead to broken hearts, widows and orphans. This concept is alien for most of us who
live under the banner of freedom of religion or
belief, but in the nations where we serve,
death is a very real possibility. I think of the
two widows I met in Ethiopia during what was
my last overseas trip before the pandemic
halted travel. The morning they served breakfast to their husbands, back in November
2019, they anticipated cooking dinner too.
The men were both martyred that very day.
Their devastating experience is shared by so
many across the frontlines. Yet, mingled with
the tears is an unshakeable sense of hope
and confidence that their labour and pain is
not in vain. One day, the clouds will break
and the Son will fully radiate his love and
warmth towards those who bowed the knee
to him in this life and who will reign with him
in the next! Yes, there will be casualties and
weeping may last for the night, but joy will
come in the morning (Psalm 30:5).
Grace to you and peace,
tween 12-23 July. Again, we take this opportunity to thank you for your faithful support
of our ministry and those we serve together.
Back on the road: Our autumn diary is beginning to fill so please do let us know if you
would like a visit to your church of group. As
we hope to resume international travel towards the end of the year, dates in October
to December will be limited.
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Update Iran: Three Christian men have each
been sentenced to fiveyears in prison after being found guilty
under a controversial amendment to
Iran’s penal code. Amin Khaki, Milad Goodarzi and Alireza Nourmohammadi who were not permitted to have legal representation
at the 26 June hearing, were also fined the equivalent of £1,300. They
plan to appeal the sentence.
(Article 18)
North Cyprus: Following a
court hearing on 28 June,
Ryan Keating, an American expatriate who moved to North Cyprus following harassment in Turkey, has
had his passport returned and the travel ban imposed on him
lifted after the case against him was postponed until 17 August.
Ryan is charged with illegally importing Bibles and Christian literature and also producing wine without a licence.
(MEC)

Pakistan: Christian couple, Shafqat Emmanuel
and his wife Shagufta
Kausar who have both languished on
death row since their conviction for
blasphemy in 2013, were finally acquitted on 3 June by a judge in Lahore High Court. The charges stemmed
from a blasphemous text message sent to a Muslim cleric in June
2013, supposedly from a number registered to Shagufta. Since the ruling the couple have faced death threats along with their Muslim lawyer, Saif ul-Malook. Please pray for the couple as they are reunited
and recover from the trauma of their ordeal.
(Morning Star News)

Burkina Faso: At least 130 civilians were murdered in an
overnight raid on 4 June in north-eastern Yagha province. The identity of the attackers remains unknown
but suspicion has fallen upon a number of Islamic jihadist groups operating across the region. While the faith and ethnicity of the victims
is unclear, according to a Voice of the Martyrs source in Poland with
China: The persecution and harassment of memconnection in Burkina Faso, Muslim fundamentalists announced their
bers of the Early Rain Covenant Church (ERCC) by
(Various sources)
agents of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) intention to target Christians in April 2019.
Turkey: Three men, including
continues in Chengdu city. China Aid report that ERCC minister
one distant relative, have
Wu Wuqing and his wife Xiong Meifang have been locked in
been arrested in connection
their home by CCP agents who are monitoring them round the
clock and limiting visits by other ERCC members. Since 4 June, with the alleged abduction of Christian couMinister Wu has repeatedly reported the illegal detention to ple Houmouz Diril (71) and his wife, Şimoni
local police but they have failed to take action.
(China Aid) Diril (65) in January 2020. Reports suggested that the couple were
taken from their home in the Christian village of Mehri (Kovankaya),
Pakistan: A judge at a 27 May
Şırnak province by armed men in uniform. The body of Şimoni Diril was
hearing in a Lahore court resubsequently found bearing sign of torture, on 20 March 2020. Nothturned 13-year-old Christian
ing has been heard of Houmouz since he was taken. (Middle East Concern)
girl, Nayab Gill to the custody of married 30-

Azerbaijan: Although considered one of the most secular
year-old Muslim man, Saddam Hayat, who
Muslim majority countries, non-Muslim faith groups face
stands accused of her abduction on 20 May.
uncertainty after Religion Law amendments were signed
According to Nayab’s father, Shahid Gill, Hayat offered to train
her in his beauty salon after her schooling was disrupted by the off on 16 June by President Ilham Aliyev. The legislation mandates that
COVID-19 pandemic, promising a monthly salary of 10,000 Rupees. all non-Islamic religious leaders must be approved by the State CommitFollowing the abduction, Gill claims that Hayat forcibly converted tee for Work and Religious Organisations.
(Forum 18)
her to Islam before also forcing her into marriage. (Morning Star News)
Steadfast Global is a Scotland based evangelical
India: An attack by relatives on 18 May resulted in
Christian mission committed to raising awareness of
the death of a Christian man and serious injury to incidents of persecution and the curtailment of relithree others, including his two sons. Local media gious freedom of Christians around the world.
have reported the incident in Thep village, Rajasthan state, as
stemming from a dispute over land but this is disputed by Chris- Our mission statement is simple:
tians who maintain that the family was attacked because they “Steadfastly serving God; Steadfastly serving persecuted Christians”
left their tribal faith.
(Morning Star News) We fully rely on God to meet our operating costs through the financial partnership of our supporters. If you would like to help us serve
persecuted Christians you can contact us at:

“... if we endure, we will also reign
with him; if we deny him, he will
also deny us.”

2 Tim. 2:12 (ESV)
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